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CLRC

We Support the 
Union Construction 
Industry!
▪ Wage and Fringe Benefits Tracking
▪ Market Share
▪ Union-Nonunion Wage and 

Fringe Benefits Comparison
▪ Contract Cost Analysis
▪ Benchmarking
▪ Workforce/Labor Analysis
▪ Safety Surveys
▪ Custom Research



Agenda

1. Dollars and Cents
Making “sense” of the dollars and cents in the union sector of the 

construction industry

2. Union Craft Labor Supply Study 
Highlights from the 2022 National Labor Study conducted by CLRC for 

TAUC

3. Contractor’s Cost Conundrum
The high prices of commodities and the wide variability/unpredictability 

of key economic factors facing contractors

4. Assistance 
Five products to support associations, contractors, owners, affiliates, 

and others



Dollars and Cents
Making “sense” of the dollars and cents in 
the union sector of the construction 
industry



Increase Trends – First Year
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COVID 19?

So What Caused the Change?

Inflation!

Worker Shortage?
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Where the Money Went - Craft

Laborers 

4.2%
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>
Geography affects 

the size of 

increases more 

than craft affiliation

What’s More Influential: Region vs Craft?



Total Package Increase Trend
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Total Package Increase Trend

-1.0%

0.0%

1.0%

2.0%

3.0%

4.0%

5.0%

6.0%

7.0%

Electricians Average CPI Nonunion



$77.03

$72.25

$71.42

$71.04

$70.89

$65.83

$65.65

$65.03

$63.58

$63.12

$61.19

$61.18

$60.14

$58.55

$56.87

$55.65

$53.98

$50.98

$0.00 $20.00 $40.00 $60.00 $80.00

Plumbers

Pipefitters/Plumbers

Iron Workers

Glaziers

Operating Engineers

Sheet Metal Workers

Bricklayers

Millwrights

United States

Insulators

Teamsters

Electricians

Carpenters

Painters

Cement Masons

Plasterers

Roofers

Laborers

Average Total Package Rate by Craft

$26.05



$74.76

$74.56

$69.59

$64.38

$63.58

$63.36

$59.57

$48.68

$47.92

$41.54

$0.00 $20.00 $40.00 $60.00 $80.00

Middle Atlantic

Southwest Pacific

New England

Northwest

United States

East North Central

West North Central

Mountain Northern Plains

Southeast

South Central

$33.22

Average Total Package Rate by Region



Contract Effective Dates by Month
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Union Craft Labor Supply 
Study
Highlights from the 2022 National Labor 
Study conducted by CLRC for TAUC



Demographics
Role Industry

Region Org Size
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Growth/Contraction Projections
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Union Craft Labor Shortage/Surplus
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Union Labor Shortage/Surplus by Craft
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Contractor’s Cost Conundrum
The high prices of commodities and the 
wide variability/unpredictability of key 
economic factors facing                 
contractors

An example from the 

mechanical industry



Increases in Commodity Costs

Construction commodities 

grew at a much faster rate 

than the CPI!

CPI and construction 

commodities indexed to $100 

in 2015
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Increases in Commodity Costs

Most of the 

increases in 

commodity costs 

were above the CPI 

increases (2015 to 

2022)
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Variability and Unpredictability

Large levels of variability in the price of commodities commonly used in 

mechanical work
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Variability and Unpredictability

Construction spending 

is notably more volatile 

than the CPI

Other industries 

have less 

employment 

variability 

compared to 

construction
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Assistance
Five products to support associations, 
contractors, owners, affiliates, and others



CLRC Products
Contractor’s Cost Conundrum

Union-Nonunion Wage & Fringe Comparison

Market Share

Benchmark Analysis

Contract Costing

Construction Data Record

with Sectors



CLRC helps you be prepared!



Contractor’s 
Cost 
Conundrum

CLRC Products



Contractor’s Cost Conundrum



Union-Nonunion 
Wage & Fringe 
Benefits 
Comparison

CLRC Products



Union-Nonunion Wage & Fringe
Benefits Comparison



Market 
Share

CLRC Products

NEW – also available with 

sectors (e.g., residential, 

commercial, institutional, 

industrial)



Market Share



Benchmark 
Analysis

CLRC Products



Benchmark Analysis



Contract 
Costing

CLRC Products



Contract Costing



Construction 
Data Record

CLRC Products

NEW   



Construction Data Record
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