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The Founding Meeting 
 
In keeping with the spirit of scholarship and genuine achievement that membership signifies, 
the Academy of Electrical Contracting had its beginnings on October 11, 1968 in the august 
meeting room of Philosophical Hall, located in Independence Square, in Philadelphia, PA. This 
founding coincided with the NECA convention in the same city. 

Benjamin Franklin founded the American Philosophical Society in the 1740s. It found its current 
home in November 1789 when the construction of Philosophical Hall was finally completed 
thanks to a loan from Benjamin Franklin.  

Early members of the Society included George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, 
Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Paine, James Madison and John Marshall. Other illustrious names 
have been added over time and include Charles Darwin, Robert Frost, Louis Pasteur, John James 
Audubon, Margaret Mead and Thomas Edison. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Philosophical Hall was a most suitable locale for the Academy to have its beginning. In the field 
of electrical contracting, the founding Fellows of the Academy are no less distinguished than 
the famous men with whom they shared a common meeting place.  
 
  



  



Founding Fellows 
 
Academy of Electrical Contracting 
 
Stanley S. Adams 
Joseph W. Albright 
A. B. Baumgartner 
Howard E. Bayley 
John A. Beck 
Hugo E. Becker 
Charles I. Berrell 
Leslie E. Bley 
Charles P. Bobe 
Paul L. Briggs 
Oliver F. Burnett 
A. Lincoln Bush 
E. L. Buttner 
Frank G. Camus 
N. Ellis Cannady, Jr. 
Erne C. Carlso 
Clyde L. Chamblin 
John S. Clark 
Don b. Clayton 
Robert W. Colgan 
J. E. Collier 
William N. Collins 

Denis Crimmins 
Harry C. Evans 
Norman D. Ferguson 
Robert G. Frame 
W. Edward Frazer 
Paul M. Geary 
Dan M. Gephart 
R. Goold 
W. R. Grasle 
Clint J. Harder 
Gordon S. Heylin 
Robert L. Higgins 
H. J. Hill 
Sidney F. Hill 
Robert C. Hughes 
Ralph Johnson 
F. E. Keith 
R. J. Knoblock 
E. E. Leasure 
James Lowry 
Albert P. Manzi 
L. E. Mayer 

Floyd McCarthy 
William F. Miller 
Milton Minto 
Charles Moseley 
William G. Nordling 
Wallace J. O’Brien 
J. Del O’Connor 
Clare E. Oesterle 
Richard W. Osborn 
Ralph K. Robinson 
A. L. Rowe 
J. B. Shamel 
J. W. Slaughter 
James N. Stansell 
O. Porter Stark 
Milton Staub 
Orson H. Taylor 
Carl L. Taal 
Ben P. Waters 
Harold A. Webster 
G. C. White

 


