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OHSA Crane Definition

• 1926.1400(a)  This standard applies to power-
operated equipment, when used in construction, that 
can hoist, lower and horizontally move a suspended 
load.
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can hoist, lower and horizontally move a suspended 
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• 1926.1400(a)  This standard applies to power-
operated equipment, when used in construction, that 
can hoist, lower and horizontally move a suspended 
load. Such equipment includes, but is not limited to: 
Articulating cranes (such as knuckle-boom cranes); 
crawler cranes; floating cranes; cranes on barges; 
locomotive cranes; mobile cranes (such as wheel-
mounted, rough-terrain, all-terrain, commercial 
truck-mounted, and boom truck cranes

OHSA Crane Definition

• 1926.1400(a)  This standard applies to power-
operated equipment, when used in construction, that 
can hoist, lower and horizontally move a suspended 
load. Such equipment includes, but is not limited to: 
Articulating cranes (such as knuckle-boom cranes); 
crawler cranes; floating cranes; cranes on barges; 
locomotive cranes; mobile cranes (such as wheel-
mounted, rough-terrain, all-terrain, commercial 
truck-mounted, and boom truck cranes…… derricks; 
and variations of such equipment. However, items 
listed in paragraph (c) of this section are excluded 
from the scope of this standard.
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Digger Derricks are cranes. Here is a typical Digger Derrick 
in action.

What is a Derrick?

 A derrick is powered equipment consisting of a mast or 
equivalent member
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What is a Derrick?

 A derrick is powered equipment consisting of a mast or 
equivalent member that is held at or near the end by 
guys or braces, with or without a boom, and its hoisting 
mechanism.

What is a Derrick?

 A derrick is powered equipment consisting of a mast or 
equivalent member that is held at or near the end by 
guys or braces, with or without a boom, and its hoisting 
mechanism. The mast/equivalent member and/or the 
load is moved by the hoisting mechanism (typically 
base-mounted) and operating ropes.

What is a Derrick?

 A derrick is powered equipment consisting of a mast or 
equivalent member that is held at or near the end by 
guys or braces, with or without a boom, and its hoisting 
mechanism. The mast/equivalent member and/or the 
load is moved by the hoisting mechanism (typically 
base-mounted) and operating ropes. Derricks include: 
A-frame, basket, breast, Chicago boom, gin pole 
(except gin poles used for erection of communication 
towers), guy, shearleg, stiffleg, and variations of such 
equipment.

Examples of Derricks:
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First Terex Digger Derrick 

So is a modern Digger Derrick a 
“Derrick” by OSHA definition?

Current Terex Digger Derrick 

A derrick is powered equipment 
consisting of a mast or equivalent 
member that is held at or near the end 
by guys or braces, with or without a 
boom, and its hoisting mechanism. 
The mast/equivalent member and/or 
the load is moved by the hoisting 
mechanism (typically base-mounted) 
and operating ropes

Who can operate a crane?

• 1926.1427(a)  General requirements for operators. 
The employer must ensure that each operator is 
trained, certified/licensed, and evaluated in 
accordance with this section before operating any 
equipment covered under subpart CC

• A license/certification is required.
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What qualifies a person to operate a 
Crane according to OSHA? • Qualification by the U.S. military• Qualification by the U.S. military

• Qualification by the U.S. military• Qualification by the U.S. military
• An employee of the U.S. military is a Federal employee of the 

Department of Defense or Armed Forces and does not include 
employees of private contractors.

• Qualification by an employer’s independently audited program
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• Qualification by an employer’s independently audited program
• Example:   Employee of a utility company

• An employee can be certified by an independent auditor who is certified to evaluate 
tests by an accredited crane operator testing organization

• Certification by an independent testing organization accredited 
by a nationally recognized accrediting agency

• Compliance with qualifying State or local licensing requirements Which states require a state issued crane 
license?
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• Compliance with qualifying State or local licensing requirements

1926.1400(c)  Exclusions.

• 1926.1400(c)(4)   Digger derricks when used for augering holes for 
poles carrying electric or telecommunication lines, placing and 
removing the poles, and for handling associated materials for 
installation on, or removal from, the poles, or when used for any 
other work subject to subpart V of this part.
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1926.1400(c)  Exclusions.

• 1926.1400(c)(4)   Digger derricks when used for augering holes for 
poles carrying electric or telecommunication lines, placing and 
removing the poles, and for handling associated materials for 
installation on, or removal from, the poles, or when used for any 
other work subject to subpart V of this part. To be eligible for this 
exclusion, digger-derrick use in work subject to subpart V of this 
part must comply with all of the provisions of that subpart

Electric Power Transmission and Distribution

1926.1400(c)  Exclusions.

• 1926.1400(c)(4)   Digger derricks when used for augering holes for 
poles carrying electric or telecommunication lines, placing and 
removing the poles, and for handling associated materials for 
installation on, or removal from, the poles, or when used for any 
other work subject to subpart V of this part. To be eligible for this 
exclusion, digger-derrick use in work subject to subpart V of this 
part must comply with all of the provisions of that subpart, and 
digger-derrick use in construction work for telecommunication 
service (as defined at § 1910.268(s)(40)) must comply with all of the 
provisions of § 1910.268.

Telecommunications

So a Digger Derrick is a crane, but it’s 
excluded from the 1926.1427(a)…

Do I still need a license?

OSHA says…

• 1926.1427(a)  General requirements for operators. 
The employer must ensure that each operator is 
trained, certified/licensed, and evaluated in 
accordance with this section before operating any 
equipment covered under subpart CC

37 38

39 40



FOR REFERENCE OF NECA 2024 SAFETY PROFESSIONALS CONFERENCE ATTENDEES ONLY
11

OSHA says…

• 1926.1427(a)  General requirements for operators. 
The employer must ensure that each operator is 
trained, certified/licensed, and evaluated in 
accordance with this section before operating any 
equipment covered under subpart CC

OSHA says…

• 1926.1427(a)  General requirements for operators. 
The employer must ensure that each operator is 
trained, certified/licensed, and evaluated in 
accordance with this section before operating any 
equipment covered under subpart CC

Except Digger Derricks

• 1926.1400(c)(4)   Digger derricks when used for augering holes for 
poles carrying electric or telecommunication lines, placing and 
removing the poles, and for handling associated materials for 
installation on, or removal from, the poles, or when used for any 
other work subject to subpart V of this part.

Except Digger Derricks

• 1926.1400(c)(4)   Digger derricks when used for augering holes for 
poles carrying electric or telecommunication lines, placing and 
removing the poles, and for handling associated materials for 
installation on, or removal from, the poles, or when used for any 
other work subject to subpart V of this part.
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Wait…

Remember this from earlier?

• Compliance with qualifying State or local licensing requirements

These states have licensing requirements
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During this storm event, how many of the 
line workers operating digger derricks will 

be certified operators?

Will they be compliant with the New York 
laws governing digger derrick operation?
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We have established that OSHA excluded the Digger Derrick 
from the crane standards while “doing line work”.

Does OSHA have any requirements for Digger Derricks while 
“doing line work”?

Should there be regulations?

Is operating a Digger Derrick hazardous while “doing line work”?

Digger Derrick training standards

1926.1427(a)  General requirements for operators. The employer 
must ensure that each operator is trained, certified/licensed, and 
evaluated in accordance with this section before operating any 
equipment covered under subpart CC, except for the equipment 
listed in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

It’s the employer’s responsibility to train the Digger Derrick operators.
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Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License
Digger Derricks require:

• Training 

Digger Derrick Training:

1926.1427(b) Operator training.  The employer must provide each 
operator-in-training with sufficient training, through a combination 
of formal and practical instruction, to ensure that the operator-in-
training develops the skills, knowledge, and ability to recognize and 
avert risk necessary to operate the equipment safely for assigned 
work.

What does that actually, realistically, real life, on the job, under pressure, look like?

DIGGER DERRICK ON THE 
JOB TRAINING:
• Get up there kid, you’re gonna run it today.

DIGGER DERRICK ON THE 
JOB TRAINING:
• Get up there kid, you’re gonna run it today.

• You seen me do it.
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DIGGER DERRICK ON THE 
JOB TRAINING:
• Get up there kid, you’re gonna run it today.

• You seen me do it.

• No! Not like that!

DIGGER DERRICK ON THE 
JOB TRAINING:
• Get up there kid, you’re gonna run it today.

• You seen me do it.

• No! Not like that!

• WTF!

DIGGER DERRICK ON THE 
JOB TRAINING:
• Get up there kid, you’re gonna run it today.

• You seen me do it.

• No! Not like that!

• WTF!

• Are you even watching me?

DIGGER DERRICK ON THE 
JOB TRAINING:
• Get up there kid, you’re gonna run it today.

• You seen me do it.

• No! Not like that!

• WTF!

• Are you even watching me?

• Are you trying to kill us?
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DIGGER DERRICK ON THE 
JOB TRAINING:
• Get up there kid, you’re gonna run it today.

• You seen me do it.

• No! Not like that!

• WTF!

• Are you even watching me?

• Are you trying to kill us?

• @#$%!!  Get down from there! I’ll do it!

DIGGER DERRICK ON THE 
JOB TRAINING:
• Get up there kid, you’re gonna run it today.

• You seen me do it.

• No! Not like that!

• WTF!

• Are you even watching me?

• Are you trying to kill us?

• @#$%!!  Get down from there! I’ll do it!

• Hey!  Don’t let him run it.  He has no idea what 
he’s doing.

Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License

• Lift Plan

Digger Derricks require:

• Training 
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Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License

• Lift Plan

Digger Derricks require:

• Training

• Nothing formal

Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License

• Lift Plan

• Crane Set Up 

Digger Derricks require:

• Training

• Nothing formal

• Informal training
The Digger Derrick has already been set up 
and leveled before testing for the NCCCO 
Digger Derrick test.  The candidate is not 
asked to perform the task.
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Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License

• Lift Plan

• Crane Set Up 

• Confirmation of Weight

Digger Derricks require:

• Training

• Nothing formal

• Informal training

Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License

• Lift Plan

• Crane Set Up 

• Confirmation of Weight

Digger Derricks require:

• Training

• Nothing formal

• Informal training

• Test Pick of Load or Confirmation of 
Load Weight

Safe operation: Safe operation:

Altec 
D2000A/D3000A/4000A:

Section 4
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Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License

• Lift Plan

• Crane Set Up 

• Confirmation of  Load Weight

• Minimum Approach Distance

Digger Derricks require:

• Training

• Nothing formal

• Informal training

• Test Pick or Confirm of Load Weight

Safe operation:
OSHA 

1926.1408 table A 

Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License

• Lift Plan

• Crane Set Up 

• Confirmation of  Load Weight

• Minimum Approach Distance

Digger Derricks require:

• Training

• Nothing formal

• Informal training

• Test Pick or Confirm of Load Weight

• Minimum Approach Distance

Safe operation:
OSHA 

1926.269 table R6 
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Safe operation:
OSHA 

1926.269 table R7 Safe operation:

Cranes require:

• License

• Lift Plan

• Crane Set Up 

• Confirmation of  Load Weight

• Minimum Approach Distance

Digger Derricks require:

• Training

• Nothing formal

• Informal training

• Test Pick or Confirm of Load Weight

• Minimum Approach Distance

Safe operation:

Cranes:

• Never side load the boom
Digger Derricks:

• How else am I going to move the 
pole?  Set up twice?  Three times??

Safe operation:

Cranes:

• Never apply torque to boom
Digger Derricks:

• How else am I going to pull the 
pole?
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What if that doesn’t work?

Stiff Leg Method WARNING: 

The following video 
contains disturbing 

images 

85 86

87 88



FOR REFERENCE OF NECA 2024 SAFETY PROFESSIONALS CONFERENCE ATTENDEES ONLY
23

When surveyed why they didn’t use 
the pole puller, Journeymen 
Linemen answered:

A. It’s at the showup

B. We don’t have one on the job

C. The apprentice isn’t here to carry it

D. What’s a pole puller?

Answer:

E.  None of the above.  Linemen don’t answer 
surveys

WARNING: 

This has happened.
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Safe operation:

Cranes:

• Properly stow the boom
Digger Derricks:

• Properly stow the boom / auger

Auger stow injury 
Safe operation:

Cranes:

• Do not contact truck chassis
Digger Derricks:

• Do not contact truck chassis
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34.5 kv energized line

Truck grounded to the 
system neutral

Safe operation:

Cranes:

• Maintain MAD
Digger Derricks:

• Maintain MAD / cover energized 
phases

• Gloves and Sleeves
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Please complete the Online Evaluation

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2024NationalSafetyProfessionalsConference

• OSHA 29 CFR 1926.1400 (c) (4):  Licensing exemption
• OSHA 29 CFR 1926 Subpart CC  1926.1427:  requirements for 

licensing
• OSHA 1926 Subpart CC  1926.1400 (a): definition of cranes & 

derricks in construction
• OSHA 1926 Subpart CC  1926.1436(a) : definition of a derrick

Citations:

Citations:
• 1926.1400(a)  This standard applies to power-operated equipment, when 

used in construction, that can hoist, lower and horizontally move a 
suspended load. Such equipment includes, but is not limited to: 
Articulating cranes (such as knuckle-boom cranes); crawler cranes; 
floating cranes; cranes on barges; locomotive cranes; mobile cranes 
(such as wheel-mounted, rough-terrain, all-terrain, commercial truck-
mounted, and boom truck cranes); multi-purpose machines when 
configured to hoist and lower (by means of a winch or hook) and 
horizontally move a suspended load; industrial cranes (such as carry-
deck cranes); dedicated pile drivers; service/mechanic trucks with a 
hoisting device; a crane on a monorail; tower cranes (such as a fixed 
jib, i.e., "hammerhead boom"), luffing boom and self-erecting); pedestal 
cranes; portal cranes; overhead and gantry cranes; straddle cranes; 
sideboom cranes; derricks; and variations of such equipment. However, 
items listed in paragraph (c) of this section are excluded from the scope 
of this standard.

105 106

107


